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ABSTRACT

The first edition of “The Birds of Borneo” (Smythies, 1960) listed twenty-nine bird speciesas being endemic 
to Borneo, 17 of these being montane or sub-montane birds. The list has increased over the years due to 
taxonomic changes and the use of narrower species concepts. Currendy,a total of 38 birds are listed as 
being endemic to Borneo. It has been suggested that the continuing trend towards the use narrower species 
concepts could add several other species to this list (Smythies, 1999).

This paper seeks to assess the current status of Bornean endemic birds found in Sarawak, using data 
accumulated during many surveys conducted by this author between 1986 and 2006. It also includes data 
collected between 1993 and 1994 by Robert B. Grubh during the survey of Lanjak-Entimau Wildlife
Sanctuary conducted under the auspices of the International Tropical Timber Organization.
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Abstract

The first edition of “The Birds of Borneo” (Smythies, 1960) listed

twenty-nine bird species as being endemic to Borneo, 17 of these

being montane or sub-montane birds. The list has increased over

the years due to taxonomic changes and the use of narrower species
concepts. Currendy, a total of 38 birds are listed as being endemic
to Borneo. It has been suggested that the continuing trend towards

the use narrower species concepts could add several other species to

this list (Smythies, 1999).

This paper seeks to assess the current status of Bornean endemic

birds found in Sarawak, using data accumulated during many surveys
conducted by this author between 1986 and 2006. It also includes

data collected between 1993 and 1994 by Robert B. Grubh during
the survey of Lanjak-Entimau Wildlife Sanctuary conducted under

the auspices of the International Tropical Timber Organi2ation.

INTRODUCTION

n the first edition of The Birds of Borneo (Smythies, 1960), the

following twenty-nine birds were listed as Bornean endemics.

1. Red-breasted Partridge Arborophila hyperythra
2. Crimson-headed Partridge Haematortyx sanguiniceps
3. Bulwer’s Pheasant Tophura hulmri

4. Mountain Barbet Megalaima monticola
5. Golden-naped Barbet Megalaimapulcherrima
6. Bornean Barbet Megalaima eximia

7. Whitehead’s Trogon Harpactes whiteheadi
8. Dulit Frogmouth Batrachostomus harterti

9. Blue-headed Pitta Titta baudii

10. Blue-banded Pitta Pitta arquata



248 THE ENDEMIC BIRDS OF BORNEO AND SARAWAK

11. Hose’s Broadbill Calyptomena hosii

12. Whitehead’s Broadbill Calyptomena whiteheadi

13. Bornean Whistier PacJycephala lypoxantha
14. Bornean Bristlehead Pityriasis ^mnocephala
15. Black Oriole Oriolus hosii

16. Everett’s Thrush Zoothera everetti

17. Chlamydochaerajefferyi
18. Bornean Blue Flycatcher Muscicapa superbus
19. Pygmy White-eye Oculocincta squamifrons
20. Mountain Black-eye Chlorocharis emiliae

21. Bornean Stubtail Cettia whiteheadi
22. Friendly Bush Warbler Bradypterus accentor

23. Bornean Wren Babbler Ptilocichla leucogrammica
24. Black-throated Wren Babbler Ncpothera atrigularis
25. Mountain Wren Babbler Napothera crassa

26. Brown Quaker Babbler Alcippe brunneicauda
27. Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker Prionochilus xanthopy^us
28. Whitehead’s Spiderhunter Arachnotherajuliae
29. Dusky Munia Ijonchurafuscans
In the 2"*^ edition of The Birds of Borneo (Smythies, 1968), the

Brown Quaker Babbler Alcippe brunneicauda was removed from the

endemics list.

The 3"^ edition of The Birds of Borneo (Smythies, 1981) added

the following three birds to the list, bringing the total to 31 endemic

birds.

1. Mountain Serpent Eagle Spilornis kinabaluensis
2. White-fronted Falconet Microhierax latifrons
3. Chestnut-crested Yuhina Yuhina everetti

The 4* and latest edition (Smythies, 1999) added eight more birds

to the list, bringing the total to 39 endemics.

1. Dulit Partridge Khit^othera dulitensis
2. Bornean Peacock Pheasant Polyplectron schleiermacheri
3. Bornean Ground Cuckoo Carpococyx radiatus
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