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ABSTRACT 

A plaque commemorating the Allied Z Special operatives in Borneo and their local counterparts 
during the Japanese Occupation of Sarawak 1941-1945, is now on display at the Borneo Cultures 
Museum. A replica of this plaque was placed in Bario in 2013. Two other wooden plaques were 
made as memorials of operations of the Z Special Unit working behind Japanese lines training local 
guerrillas during the Japanese Occupation. This paper traces the background and history of each 
of these four plaques, which were erected at a time when there was no circulation of written print in
the interior of Sarawak.

Keywords: Object history, Japanese Occupation, Semut Operations, Tom Harrisson, Kelabit 
highlands

Vol. LXXXVI     No. 107
December 2023

https://museum.sarawak.gov.my

© Sarawak Museum Department 2023

All rights reserved. No part of this journal may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise, without the prior permission of the Director, Sarawak Museum Department

THE SARAWAK MUSEUM JOURNAL



J  URNALT H E  S A R AWA K  M U S E U M 21 D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3

The Sarawak Museum Journal, LXXXVI (107) (2023) (21-32)

FOUR PLAQUES 
COMMEMORATING SEMUT 
OPERATIONS IN BORNEO

ABSTRACT

A plaque commemorating the Allied Z Special operatives in Borneo and their local counterparts during 
the Japanese Occupation of Sarawak 1941-1945, is now on display at the Borneo Cultures Museum. A 
replica of this plaque was placed in Bario in 2013. Two other wooden plaques were made as memorials 
of operations of the Z Special Unit working behind Japanese lines training local guerrillas during the 
Japanese Occupation. This paper traces the background and history of each of these four plaques, 
which were erected at a time when there was no circulation of written print in the interior of Sarawak.
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