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A NEW SPECIES OF GASTROMYZON (TELEOSTEI: BALITORIDAE) FROM
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ABSTRACT

Anew species of Gastromyzon is described from the Menyarin camp at the headwaters of the Katibas River,
Nanga Menyarin, Song, in central Sarawak. Gastromyzon katibasensis attains 36.5 mm SL and is
distinguished from its congeners in havinga uniform bright red coloration on its dorsal, anal, pectoral, pelvic
and caudal fins as well as its dorsal and ventral surfaces in its life form. Tips of hind dorsal and mid-caudal
fin have black pigmentation. Dorsal head and abdominal sides have a purple coloration in fresh preserved
specimens. Distinguished from its congeners in not having any bands on body or fins.
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ABSTRACT

at the headwaters of the Katibas River, Nanga Menyarin, Song,

in central Sarawak. Gastromyzon katibasensis attains 36.5 mm SL
and is distinguished from its congeners in having a uniform bright red
coloration on its dorsal, anal, pectoral, pelvic and caudal fins as well as
its dorsal and ventral surfaces in its life form. Tips of hind dorsal and
mid-caudal fin have black pigmentation. Dorsal head and abdominal
sides have a purple coloration in fresh preserved specimens.
Distinguished from its congeners in not having any bands on body or
fins.

ﬁ new species of Gastromyzon is described from the Menyarin camp

INTRODUCTION

The genus Gastromyzon Gunther is represented by over twelve species
from Borneo (Inger and Chin, 1961; Roberts, 1989; Kottelat ez a/., 1993;
Tan and Martin-Smith, 1998). Ike e 4/, (1999) had eatlier described a
new species of Gastromyzon embalohensis collected from the Embaloh
River, Betung Kerihun National Park, a year before the Borneo
Biodiversity Expedition of 1997. There will be more new species with
recent tevisions on new collections made in various patts of Borneo.
Undoubtedly, Borneo represents the centre of diversity for this group
of fish (Tan and Martin-Smith, 1998). The gastromyzon fishes are found
only in clean headwaters where they cling on to rocks in fast flowing
water. Their ability to adapt to clear unpolluted water is due to their
enlarged pectoral and pelvic fins which may be fused, thus acting as





